Franklin County Pollinator Pathway (FCPP)
Meeting Minutes 8.15.2024
Hybrid @ Franklin Soil and Water Conservation District (FSWCD) & Zoom

Group Resources
Shared Google Drive Folder 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VbbWewBtZpjB3N7M23oKUUMrfQiha7Gm?usp=sharing

Shared Contact List (located within Google Drive folder) https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Ov7WhbqWH612t1FfVhbkAzvng7ovHFx10pYLKUG5E5g/edit?usp=drive_link 

Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/vmdpN6UcBgHR5e1h/


VOLUNTEER OPPORUNITIES! 
We need your help to get this group off the ground. If you would like to volunteer in ANY capacity, please contact Craig Toothman at cbtoothman@gmail.com. We identified three main working groups that will need volunteers at this time: 
· Fiscal/Budget/Grant Working Group – Seeking volunteers especially those with any fiscal, budget or grant experience. 
· Leads for potential fiscal sponsors – Clintonville Beechwold Resource Center (via Ryan Foshee) and Simply Living (via Dianne Kadonaga). 
· Communications/Media Working Group – Seeking volunteers to help with social media, Gmail setup and management, writing email newsletters & managing contact lists, and creating a website. 
· Leads for potential website help – Ellie Nowels from FLOW, Tyler from FACT. 
· Leads for social media help – OSU students/teachers/groups to fulfill community service or capstone project needs (Mikaela Mohr reaching out to her OSU contacts). 
· Steering Committee/Core Content Working Group – Seeking volunteers to create a mission statement, core content planning, establishing group goals, and how we can accomplish (basically strategic planning or steering committee). 

Additionally, we will need volunteers for notetaking at meetings. If you want to be a volunteer notetaker/secretary, please reach out to Craig. 


Meeting Facilitators 
Craig Toothman, Xerces Society Central Ohio Ambassador 
cbtoothman@gmail.com 

Madison Wisniewski, Conservation Implementation Specialist @ FSWCD / Rain Garden Coordinator 
mwisniewski@franklinswcd.org 

Mikaela Mohr, Outreach Program Specialist @ FSWCD / Community Backyards Coordinator 
mmohr@franklinswcd.org 


Agenda & Minutes 
Meeting Recording Link: https://youtu.be/WtIoQNFUwAE 
Begin at 5:33pm 
· Welcome & Introductions 
· Our Intentions – Science based website and connecting people and promoting communication, collaboration and connection
· News/Notices
· Columbus Arborfest is Saturday August 24 at Whetstone Park, 1-5pm. FCPP will be there. 
· Milkweed removed from Columbus noxious weed list! Thanks, Councilmember Wyche.
· Franklin Park Conservatory staff can connect us to the newly created Warren County Pollinator Pathway if desired.
· FLOW has spoken with Columbus Monthly reporter on pollination issues, deer, noxious weeds. Craig Toothman met with him, article coming and potential publicity for FCPP! 
· Grange Audubon/Franklin Park Conservatory event - Tuesday Sept 17, 5:30-7:00 - class on rain gardens. Please register. 

Discussion/Action Issues
· Documentation – Meetings Secretary/Notetakers – Volunteer(s) needed
· Management of contact list – Volunteer(s) needed 
· Affiliation umbrella decision 
· Which established NPO do we want to associate with?
· Homegrown National Park - Doug Tallamy's offshoot 
· Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative - kind of defunct/ODOT only 
· Pollinator Partnership 
· Pollinator Pathway - extremely flexible, do what you want/individual homeowner. National organization. – This one was agreed upon!
· Pollinator Friendly Alliance - out of MN, doing great but very small/hyperlocal to MN. 
· Geographical Scope 
· Consensus is Franklin County for more collaboration and connection (532 land sq miles)
· Allows each municipality/locale to remain independent in their own “pathway” but come together as a collaborative resource and effort. 
· Can collaborate with Franklin County Master Gardeners 
· Melissa Muth - can get us on the agenda at the next sustainability city MORPC group and work or coordinate with them. The MORPC municipal group meeting is Sept 16 at Hilliard’s Crooked Can from 6:30 to 8:30pm. 
· Entity Structure 
· Consensus – we are NOT a new non-profit (but can be changed in future!) 
· Can use other nonprofits as fiscal sponsors for grants if needed. 
· Entity Name 
· Franklin County Pollinator Pathway 
· Think about group name - network, association, collaborative, initiative…. We voted and landed on network. 
· Entity Subtitle/byline 
· Connecting people and pollinator habitat throughout Franklin County
· Elevator Speech 
· We're a nonprofit pollinator conservation network in Franklin County. 
· We work to connect people and pollinator habitat throughout Franklin County. 

Upcoming FCPP Events 
· Columbus Arborfest on Saturday August 24, 1-5pm @ Whetstone Park. Lynette & Dan will be there tabling for FCPP. Craig tabling for Xerces. Will have seeds, brochures, poster. 
· https://columbusarborfest.com/ 
· Westerville Arborfest on September 21, 10am-12pm – FCPP has a table reservation. 
· Resources - Craig bought a table, tent, printer contracted for generic pollinator pathway brochures, 1 lb of native seed from OPN, propose using FLOW's measuring spoons, coin envelops, and PP stamps. 
End at 7:00pm


Community Events & Resources 
· GRANT OPPORTUNITY! Wild Ones Lorrie Otto Seeds for Education Grant 
· Applications are open July 14 – November 15, 2024 for the 2025 planting season. This particular grant seeks projects that have youth engagement/education components. 
· General info: https://wildones.org/seeds-for-education/ 
· Direct grant application link: https://wildones.org/seeds-for-education/sfe-application/ 
· Franklin Park Conservatory’s Community Days 
· First Sunday of every month, 10am-5pm
· Free for City of Columbus and Franklin County residents! Resources tables are also available on those days. 
· https://www.fpconservatory.org/events/august-community-day/ 
· FSWCD Community Backyards Workshops (get your native plant rebate before they run out!)  
· Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed – Volunteer Days (invasive removals, native plantings or maintenance, clean ups) 
· Find events at https://www.olentangywatershed.org/?page_id=69 
· Friends of Alum Creek & Tributaries – Volunteer Days (invasive removals, native plantings or maintenance, clean ups)
· Find events at https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofAlumCreek/ 
· Green Columbus – Find volunteer days & networking events 
· https://www.greencbus.org/events 

